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There has been a lot of discussion in the media lately about privacy.  Knowledge about our personal lives is not as limited as we think it is.  This has been talked about in some form or other ever since the computer came onto the scene.  However, it turns out the computer is not the villain but merely the tool.  The villains are all those who want to separate us from our money.





When personal information was restricted to paper records, a diligent sleuth could still find out a great deal about any one of us from public records.  But only about one of us at a time and at a great expense in time and money. The computer has made it much easier to search and correlate numerous public records that tell much about us.  Our drivers license provides name, address, age and sex; good for general mass mailings.  Our vehicle ownership and property ownership are a good indication of our economic status.





But that’s just small potatoes when compared with the information that can now be gathered with the added assistance of the bar code and the credit card.  The stores and the credit card companies can now record and analyze just what items we buy (including size and price), how often we buy such items, what our average weekly, monthly or yearly purchases add up to, all by type of purchase and in total.  They also know what stores we shop at.





Similar things occur when we fill out an appliance warranty card or complete a phone or paper survey.  We give information to those who will use it for their own purposes.  Political surveys tell the politicians what is important to us.  And instead of using the information to pass legislation, they use it in speeches to convince us they share our concerns.





We provide information to all of the above and they use it to mislead us.  (It’s OK to be a little paranoid.)





A while back I called an 800 number to inquire about a product.  When I called back to place an order, the person on the other end knew my name and address and that I had called previously just from the Caller ID information that was automatically entered into their computer from the first call.  That’s when
